
Opener/Closer

Date:
Teaching and learning strategy:

Benefits:

Methods:

Your Picture 
would go here

The Centre for Teaching & Learning
Infinite Possibilities...


	Teaching and learning strategy: Concept maps are essentially diagrams used to illustrate concepts, relationships and gather information.  A concept map consists of a central "cell" or idea, to which this becomes a focal point for all other ideas to resonate.  Links are made between the orbiting "cells" and the central "cell" with lines.  The lines can be one directional, multi-directional, bold, or fragmented to illustrate the type of relationship that exists between the central "cell" and the orbiting "cells".
	Benefits: Concept Maps have a number of benefits.  In my experience, students have found concept maps to be very helpful in the following ways:-  clustering ideas-  keeping focus on the main theme or idea without straying off on a tangent-  ordering and arranging concepts-  linking concepts-  creating a concise, one-page, information packed study sheet-  tapping into those aesthetic learners-  using technology (web-based concept/mind maps) 
	Methods: In my classes I usually start by showing my students a concept map I have made on a topic for the week.  I use the map as my material for the lecture, which is usually 10-15 minutes long on a chosen concept.After showing my students the map I have created, I break the class up into small working groups of 2-4 members to create their own concept maps (some members chose to work individually as well, which works well for this exercise).  Students then create a concept map using one of the following methods:1.  Software based (http://www.xmind.net/)2.  Web based (https://bubbl.us/)3.  Application based for Apple devices (Mental)4.  Application based for Android devices (SimpleMind)5.  Pen and paper
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